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Growing up I’ve never had a cat. My family has 
always been dog people; we’ve always had dogs 
running around. German shepherds, king 
Charles spaniels, bloodhounds, basset hounds, 
chihuahuas. We’ve had all sorts of animals but 
never cats, for some reason it’s been drilled in my 
young head that cats were somehow unclean. The 
haihair, the litter box smells, the sojourns into the 
nights that resulted in unwanted kittens, the 
diseases like toxoplasmosis. Growing up in the 
former USSR it has always been subconsciously 
instilled into me that cats were the animal of 
choice of the lower classes who had vermin 
problems, the upper class always preferred dogs - 
ideally hunting dogideally hunting dogs, so I grew up cuddling with 
uncontrollably monstrous hounds. 
Perhaps it boils down to the forbidden but cats 
have always held a macabre fascination  for me. 
I’ve grown up absolutely mesmerized bythe 
ancient histories of the cat, the elegance, the 
detachment, the occult, the sensuality of a tail 
wrapped around your leg. There is something so 
mysterious and arrogant about cats and I identify 

with it. Much like a cat I prefer things to happen on my terms. I come and go when I want to, I do things 
that I want and not what are asked of me, I too am cold and aloof as I’ve been told numerous times by past 
lovers. I too can scratch deeply enough to cause scars.
And I’m not the only onAnd I’m not the only one, as the images on the upcoming pages will prove. A femme fatale is a mysterious, 
charming, beautiful, and seductive woman. She is an archetype of literature and art. Her ability to enchant, 
entice and hypnotize her victim both personally and professionally with a spell was in the earliest stories 
seen as verging on supernatural; hence, the femme fatale today is still often described as having a power akin 
to an enchantress, seductress, witch. One of the most common traits of the femme fatale is the "rejection of 
motherhood", seen as "one of her most threatening qualities since by denying his immortality and his poster-
ity it leads to the ultimate destity it leads to the ultimate destruction of the male.”  Femme fatales are typically villainous, or at least 
morally ambiguous, and always associated with a sense of mystification, and unease. Much like cats. In the 
coming pages we will drive this point home and show you what it means to be Feline Fatale.
Welcome to the Issue. 
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