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I’ve always found Catholicism very intriguing 
and fascinating. I’ve grown up in a world devoid 
of religion or church, in fact I think the first 
time I’ve gone to church I was in my early 20’s. 
USSR took Karl Marx’s words “Religion is the 
opium of the people. It is the sigh of the 
oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless 
world, and the soul oworld, and the soul of our soulless conditions.” 
quiet literally and dismantled and burned down 
majority of churches in the realm. And as we 
all know the forbidden fruit is always sweeter, 
thus began my infatuation with the Catholic 
Church. I’m not religious in any way, nor do I 
believe in the teachings of the Bible because as 
all oall of the well-educated people I understand that 
it was written by mere mortals thus making it 
nothing but fiction. My fascination is with this 
fantastical tale and mythology of it, the good 
and the evil, the past and the future, heaven and 
hell. When someone asks me what do I believe 
in I say everything because on one hand I 
belibelieve in science, evolution, astronomy, etc. 
But on the other hand I do believe that there’s 
another world out there, a world beyond the 

veil. I’ve read countless texts on variety of subjects and imagined different scenarios and outcomes. It’s 
funny but I’ve never imagined heaven or God because that’s such a boring, righteous topic. I imagine the 
“good place” as a perfect Stepford Wives world where boring people lead boring lives where nothing is 
ever questioned and no one ever does anything worth remembering. Now Hell on the other hand seems 
like a much more interesting dwelling. I imagine it as a place where great minds have tough conversation 
and debate polarizing ideas. 
VVolume 30 explores the idea of gospels in visual terms. Catholic art has played a leading role in the 
history and development of Western art since at least the 4th century. The principal subject matter of 
Catholic art has been the life and times of Jesus Christ, along with people associated with him, includ-
ing his disciples, the saints, and motifs from the Catholic Bible and that’s exactly what you will witness 
on the upcoming pages. I hope you’re prepared for what’s to come and are not afraid of a little blas-
phemy. 

Welcome to the issue.    
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