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My passport may say United States of 
America on it but I am Russian through 
and through. I was born and bred and 
raised in the former Soviet Union therefor 
I as any self respecting Russian have a 
penchant for furs, diamonds, caviar and 
complete disregard for legality or morality 
ofof things. Not to mention a strong pro-
pensity for wealthy men because as we all 
know wealth is simply a side effect of 
success. 
I moved to USA mere 3 months before 
disaster struck and altered this once great 
nation – September 11th, 2001. You see, I 
have always loved the America of a forev-
er-bygone era – the era of American 
Psycho, Working Girl, Trading Places, 
etc. In other words the Wolf of Wall 
Street type oStreet type of America that is thriving. 
Perhaps that’s why I tend to romanticize 

Middle America with its depressingly charming and moody roads, stretches of unused land 
and forever-abandoned motels. I like my America devout of political correctness.
I I want to see the imagery that is all Marlboros, Coca Cola, cowboy boots and cows. I want 
to see the Lana Del Reys of the Midwest burning firecrackers in the dessert in a Native 
American headdress and traditional denim. I want to see the imagery that once made 
America great – I want to see cowboys and Indians, saloons, the Amish, the small town girls 
with barely a high school degree to their names and stars in their eyes chasing their 
American Dream. 
And thatAnd that’s exactly what you will find in the coming pages. You will find the romance, sweet 
tea, depression, stars, stripes, beer, apple pie and a failed dream or two.  
Welcome to the issue. 
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